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State Supports Large 
Hospital Population. 
A report from the State Depkirtueni 
of Institutions for the third quarter 
of the current year shows that there is | 
a population of 22, in state insti- 
tutions. This number is equivalent to! 


tion of California. 
clothing and providing medical attend- 


small undertaking, but none of these 
state wards are neglected; they are 
given. food of exce quality and 
they are provided with thé best of care. 
Ot the 22,486 referred to 13,411 are 
patients in state hospitals, 5,599 are 
in the two state prisons, 2,338 are in 
homes for the feeble minded and: the | 


and in the Industrial Home for the| 
Adult Blind. | 

A considerable reduction in the num- 
her of patients in state hospitals might 
be made if a far-seeing program in the 
promotion of mental hygiene were 
inaugurated. Of course, any such plan 
would, necessarily, have to be worked 
Out carefully in order to insure effect- 
ive results and it would be useless to 
attempt any such program unless it 
were of practical value. 

It would seem, however, that eventu- 
ally some definite action must be 
taken to prevent cases of mental dis- 


+ 


5 per cent of the estimated popula- | 
Housing, feeding, | 


ance for 22,486 individuals is not a'| 


remaining 1,138 are in reform schools | 


ease and that the formulation of plans 
for coping with this problem is certain 
-to be discussed actively within a short 
time. Meanwhile, the state’s humani- 
 tarian ‘work in providing full support 
for a handicapped population, equal 
in numbers to that of a good sized city, 
on increasingly. 


! We are all blind until we see 

: That, in the human plan 

Nothing is worth the making if 

} It does not make the man; 

3 Why build these cities. glorious 

If man unbuilded goes? . 

vain we build the unless 
builder also grows. 


—Edwin Markham. 
“Makes Poliomyelitis 
| Available Now. 


- Poliomyelitis is receding more rap- 
idly now, but the year 1927 will go 
‘into the records as the most disastrous 


| poliomyelitis year in the history of 


California., By means off an appeal 
to the gdkeral public through the 
press, Dr. Karl F. Meyer, Director 


of the, Hooper Foundation for Medical 
has received more than 
$7,000 in donations to be used in pro- 
viding serum for children who may 
contract poliomyelitis. For the pur- 
pose of carrying on research work in 
poliomyelitis | an annual allotment of | 
$5,000 has been set aside by the founda- 
tion. 
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Carbon Monoxide 
Takes Many Lives. 


With the approach of colder 
weather there comes a marked in- 
crease in the number of deaths from 
carbon monoxide poisoning. This in- 
crease corresponds with the increased 
use of gas heating equipment and the 
more extended custom of running mo- 
tor cars in closed garages. Already, 
in California, there have been two 
deaths in August and six deaths in 
September, all of which were caused 
by carbon monoxide poisoning. Most 
ot these deaths were accidental. 
Faulty connections to gas stoves and 
gas plates, failure to connect gas 
stoves and heating equipment to flues, 
carelessness in the use of gas-burning 
appliances and running motors in 
closed garages caused most of these 


deaths. 


It is important that every gas water 
heater and every gas stove be con- 
nected to a chimney flue or other vent 
to the outside air in order that un- 
burned gas may not collect in_the, 
room to poison its occupants. “Rub- 
ber hose and rubber connectors to gas 


heaters frequently rot during the sum- 


mer months, permitting the escape of 
gas through the rotted material when 
such equipment is brought into use 
upon the first chilly day. Rubber 
hose and connectors are also in com- 
mon use on gas plates. If rubber 


equipment is not replaced at frequent 


intervals, there is great danger in its 
use. It is preferable to replace such 
hazardous material with metal pipes. 
Loose keys are also responsible for 


many asphyxiations. 


Sometimes valves and by- passes are 
located at or near the floor line where 
they may be accidentally kicked open 


with the foot or turned open by mov- | 


ing furniture, permitting gas to enter 
the room. large containers like 
washboilers or kettles may smother 
the flames underneath them if the 
flames are turned too high. 
cooking utensils may easily boil over, 
spilling their contents and extinguish- 
ing the blaze unknown to the occu- 
pants of the room. Gas flames turned 
low are frequently extinguished by a 
gust of wind and burners turnéd too 
high may force unburned gas into the 
room. Gas burners that are not prop- 
erly adjusted may also permit the es- 
cape of carbon monoxide. 

It should be understood that moder 
gas appliances, such as ranges with 


closed tops, accomplish much in pre- 


venting carbon monoxide poisoning. | 


‘is as essential as is the use of autonio- 
because of 


— 


Shallow | 


urthermore, all gas includ- 
ing ranges, water heaters, and gas 
heating devices, will give satisfactory 
results, free from any hazard whatso- 
ever, if they are properly installed and 
properly operated. he use of gas 
appliances in our modern civilization 


biles; and automobiles, 
careless operating, cause far more acci- 
dental deaths than does carbon mon- 
oxide. The precautions, as outlined 
here, are issued in an effort to stimu- 
late the exercise of caution, lack of 
which is responsible for far too many 
accidental deaths, covering a_ wide 
range of causes. 

Warnings relative to the danger in- 
volved in remaining in a closed garage 
while an automobile motor is running 


are issued regularly and often by 


health officers and safety officials. 
Nevertheless, deaths from _ carbon 
monoxide poisoning, due to this cause, 
continue to occur. 


months when motors are started with 
greater difficulty and are permitted to 
idle in the garage while warming up. 
The average car in a closed garage of 
average size can, within a few minutes, 
give off a sufficient quantity of carbon 
monoxide in the exhaust gases to kill 
a human being. 

Since carbon monoxide, as com- 
pared with otha poisonous gases, 1s 
colorless, tasteless, and practically 
odorless, its presence is not detected, 
and if the amount present in the air is 
small its victim generally has no 
warning that he is exposed to a dan- 
gerous poison until it has affected him 
to so great an extent that he is unable 
to act. The att&k of this gas is al- 
ways insidioWsS, giving no warning of 
its presence, but stealthily rendering 
its victim unconscious. 


Diphtheria 
Starts Climbing. 


The seasonal advance of diphtheria 
has begun. Around 125 cases of this 
disease are now being reported, each 
week, in California. Children who 
have already received toxin antitoxin 
immunization are fortunate in that they 
are protected against diphtheria and 
their parents are equally fortunate 10 
that they need suffer no worry lest 
their children contract this dangerous 


disastrous disease. 


? 


I have found pleasure for I have done good 
work.—-Robert Louis Stevenson. 


Most of such fas 
talities come during the cold winter 
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Extension Division 
Announces Courses. 


The Extension Division of the Uni- 
versity of California announces classes 
upon subjects correlated to public 
health which will be given beginning 
in January and February in San Fran- 
cisco, Oakland and Berkeley. Regis- 
tration for these lectures may be made 
at 540 Powell street, San Francisco, 
1512 Franklin street, Oakland, and 301 
California Hall, Berkeley. Following 
is a schedule of the lectures: 


SAN FRANCISCO. 


Unusual and Difficult Children, 
Dr. V. H. Podstata. 
Thursday, January 19, 7 p.m., Room 104. | 


Health Education, Dr. Richard A. Bolt. 
Tuesday, January 24, 7 p.m., Room 204. 


Psychology, Dr. Ethel Sabin-Smith. 
Friday, February 10, 7.30 p.m., Room 202. 
Abnormal Psychology, Dr. D. A. MacFarlane. 
Tuesday, January 17, 7 p.m., Room 103. 


Heredity and Evolution of Man, 
Prof. S. F. Light. 
Friday, January 27, 7.30 p.m., Room 206. 


V arious courses in Education, Recent Dis- 


coveries in Science, Parliamentary Procedure, 


Art and Economics will be offered. Classes 
are held in the new Extension Building, 540 
Powell street. 


OAKLAND. 


Introduction to Psychology, 
Dr. D. A. MacFarlane. 
Wednesday, January 18, 7 p.m., Room 304. 


Practical Speech Making, 
Prof. Dwight E. Watkins. 
Monday, January 16, 8 p.m., Room 304. 


Current Events, Prof. Raymond G. Gettell. 
Tuesday, January 17, 7 p.m.,Room 101, 
Hotel Oakland. 


Various courses in Education, Languages, 
Economics, ete., will be offered. Classes meet 
at Extension Center, 1512 Franklin street, 
unless otherwise noted. 


BERKELEY. 


Physiology of the Eye, Mr. Ora L,. Huddleston. 
| Wednesday, January 18, 8 p.m. 


Elements of Expression, Miss Annie H. Allen, 
Thursday, January 19, 7.30 p.m., 
123 Wheeler Hall. 
And various other courses. 


The law of worthy life is fundamentally the 
law of strife; it is only through labor and 


Painful effort, by grim energy and resolute | 


‘Curage, that we move on to better things.— 
Theodore Roosevelt. 


Death Comes to 
Dr. Wallace A. Briggs. 


Dr. Wallace A. Briggs of Sacra- | 


mento, member of the California State 
Board of Health from: 1900 to 1914, 
died in Sacramento, November 26. Dr. 
Briggs had practiced medicine in Sac- 
ramento for nearly fifty years and it 
was not until a year ago that advanced 
age and failing health forced him to 
retire from active practice. He was 


|a man of scholarly attainments, a 


skilled practitioner .of medicine, a 
sound-minded counselor and a gentle- 


man in every sense of the word. 


He became a member of the Cali- 
fornia State Board: of Health, follow- 
ing the hectic days when bubonic 
plague was first discovered in Cali- 
fornia, serving with Dr. N. K. Foster, 
under whose leadership the very foun- 


dation of modern public health ad- 


ministration was established in this 
state. Activities in the registration of 
vital statistics, bacteriology, food and 


‘drug work and tuberculosis control 
were all inaugurated by the board at 


this period. When plague reappeared 
in 1907, Dr. Briggs contributed to the 


wise deliberations of the board which | 


were instrumental in bringing the out- 
break under control. Of his colleagues 
on the board at that time, Dr. F. K. 
Ainsworth of San Francisco, Dr. A. C. 
Hart of Sacramento, and Dr. W. Le 
Moyne Wills of Los Angeles are the 
only ones living today. — 

Dr. Briggs served as secretary of the 
California State Medical Society for a 
number of years. He prepared an 


anthology, “The Best Poems in the 
English Language,” 


and wrote exten- 
sively for medical publications. 


MORBIDITY.?* 


117 cases of diphtheria have been 


as follows: Alameda 1, Berkeley 5, Livermore © 


1, Oakland 11, Eureka 1, Los Angeles County 
5. Alhambra 4 Glendale 1, Long Beach 1, 
Los Angeles 29, Pomona 1, Orange County 2. 
Anaheim 1, Huntington Beach , Orange 2. 
Santa Ana Riverside County Sacramento 
5, San Bernardino County 4, Colton 2, Red- 
lands 1, San Diego 2, San Francisco 18, San 
Joaquin County 1, San Mateo County 2, Red- 
wood City 2, Santa Barbara 3. Palo Alto 4 4, 
Siskiyou County 2, Yuba City 1 » Woodland 7 


Scarlet Fever. 


155 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, | 
as follows: Berkeley 6, Oakland 25, Piedmont 


1, Chico 2, County 1, Pittsburg 
Fresno. County 1 Humboldt County 2 Kern 
a 8, Kings County 1, Los Angeles County 

a Aihambra 2; Beverly Hills 1, Compton 1, 
Glendale 2, Long Beach 4 a Angeles 15, 


* From reports received on November 28th 
and 29th for week ending November 26th. 
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Pasadena 2, Pomona 2, Lynwood 1, Sausalito 
2, Nevada County 1, Orange 3, Santa Ana 1, 
La Habra 2, Banning 1, Riverside 2, Sacra- 
mento.5, Redlands 3, Coronado 2, San Diego 
6, San Francisco 10, Stockton 3, Paso Robles 
4, San Mateo County 1, Daly City 1, Santa 
Barbara 2, Santa Clara County 7, San Jose 3, 
Solano County 2, Turlock 3, Tulare County ., 


Measles. 


37 cases of measles have been reported, as 
follows: Alameda 4, Oakland 4, Walnut Creek 
1, Los Angeles County 1, 


Angeles 4, Monrovia 


Burbank 1, Los 
1,- Whittier 1, 
mento 1, Colton 1, San Diego County 1, San 
Diego 2, San Francisco 9, San Luis Obispo 1, 
Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 1, San 


Sacra- 


Whooping Cough. 


99 cases of whooping cough have 
reported, as follows: Berkeley 2, Oakland 4 
Los Angeles 
| Compton 1, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 1, 

Pasadena 11, Salinas 4, Orange County ¢ 
San Diego County 10, Oceanside 4 
16, San Francisco 8, Palo Alto 2, Santa Cy, 
County 1, 
| Santa. Paula 3, 


Ventura 


Poliomyelitis. 


County 9, 
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Beverly 


Hillis | 


» San Diego 


County 2, Oxnard z 


17 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, 


as follows: 


Alameda 1, 
Fowler 1, Los Angeles County 2, Beverly 
Hills 1, Los Angeles 5, Salinas 1, Orange L, 
Riverside County 1, San Francisco 2, Wheat. 


Jose 1, Tulare County 1, Yolo County 1. land 1. | 
Smallpox. Trichinosis. 

Five cases of smallpox have been reported, San Francisco report 
as follows: Berkeley 1, Oakland 1, ° Los} nosis. | 
Angeles 1, San Bernardino County 1, San|_ 
Jose 1. Food Poisoning. 


Typhoid Fever. | 
Seven cases of typhoid 


fever have been, 
Kings | 


reported, as follows: Kern County 1, 


County 1, Long. Beach 1, Mariposa County 1, 
Riverside County 1, San Bernardino County 1, 


California 1. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS. 


Fresno 


County 1, 


ed one case of trichi. 


Los Angeles reported two cases ‘of food 


poisoning. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic). 


Three cases of epidemic encephalitis haye 


been reported, as follows: Fresno C 
Los Angeles 1, San Fernando 1. 


ounty 1, 


1927 1926 
Reports Reports 
Week ending Week ending week 
Disease ending ending 
ast : Nov. 26 Nov. 27 
| received | | received 
Nov. 5 | Nov. 12} Nov.19} by Nov. 6 | Nov. Nov. 20]. by 
| Nov, 29 Nov. 30 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Botulism 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
.. 199 250 321 284 (215 256 318 13 
136 187 117 16 197 199 
Dysentery (Bacillary) - 0 0. *5 1 1 0 
Encephalitis (Epidemic) - 1 1 a a 1 1 0 ay 
Food Poisoning- - - - 0 0 2 2 0 0 
Gonococcus Infection-_--_. 127 139° 106 70 133 85 115 64 
« 15 11 21 21 17 18 
Jaundice (Epidemic) 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 
53 66 66 37 655 655 849 
Meningitis (Epidemic) -- 6 5 8 fe 5 1 0 
71 56 72 174 139 210 18 
Paratyphoid 1 0 0. 0 
‘Pneumonia (Lobar)----- 33 27 37 30 25 36 58 4 
Poliomyelitis___.....--.- 35 32 29 17 5 2 5 
Rabies (Animal) __-_~_~-_- 4 —«8 11 7 10 13 10 
Rocky Mt. Spotted Fever 0. 0 0 0 0 C 0 
Scarlet Fever_._.___-_-_- 147 121 182 155 221 291 304 23 
Smallpox. 7 7 5 13 46 14 
136 | 197 103 75 207 84 120 6 
206 1 1 2 4 15 
0 0 0 1 0 0 
‘Tuberculosis. 193 192 195 137 213 165 174 191 
Typhoid 10 17 18 19. 13 10) 
typhus 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Whooping Cough. 80) 114 76 99 71 79 103 
1463 1386 1443 1136 2146 2068 2525 1926 
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